Retail Shops                                in
drawn from this material. In a number of cases similar types of
trading (e.g. bakers, bakers and confectioners) have been amalga-
mated under one heading and the duplications thus involved have
been eliminated. Gross and net totals were then calculated; the
former shows the number of departments and is arrived at by taking
the sum of the entries under all the trade headings (after the amal-
gamations mentioned above have been made); the latter is the number
of shops and is obtained by eliminating all the duplications which
arise from the appearance of the same shop in more than one cate-
gory, e.g. as both a florist and a fruiterer. The difference between
the two totals is, therefore, an indication of the extent of multiple
trading.1 Gross and net totals were also calculated for five separate
cksses of shop, namely, A. Food, drink, and tobacco; B. Clothing
and personal; C. Furniture and household goods; D. Books, sports,
and amusements; E. Miscellaneous. The years between which the
change in the number of shops is measured are igzi2 and 1935. The
geographical units are Oxford County Borough, Woodstock Muni-
cipal Borough, Abingdon Municipal Borough, and a group of sixty-
five villages.3 In order to make die figures comparable the areas in
1935 of the above districts have been taken as their areas in 1921.
Changes between 1921 and 195;.*
The increase in the number of shops between 1921 and 1935 was
small considering the industrial expansion of the district; the total
of shops in the whole Area increased from 2,5 39 in 1921 to 2,888 in
1935, an increase of 14 per cent.5 In both years specialized shops
formed by far the greater proportion of all shops; in 1921 only 142
(5-6 per cent, of all shops) and in 1935 only 114 (4 per cent, of all
shops) were listed as engaged in more than one type of trading.
Qualification of this result is necessary where the villages are con-
cerned, since the description of 'shopkeeper' or 'general shop* is
given to the traditional village shop which still exists in most villages,
providing a wide range of goods which are limited, however, both
in quantify and quality*
1  No more than an indication, since some shops which stock a wide range of goods
appear under an omnibus heading such as 'Bafraars**
2  See Appendix I, note 22.
3  See Appendix I, note 23.
4  See Table in Appendix I, note 21.
5  This increase was apparently accompanied by a slight decline in the number of
departmental stores, since the total of departments increased by only 12 per cent, (from
2,717 to 3,035). Much reliance cannot, however, be placed upon this conclusion, since
the difference in the rates of increase is so small that it may well be accounted for by
variations in classification in the two years.